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the Pragmatic Sanction and not enough thought to the
education of his pragmatic heir. At any rate in his
will, opened immediately after his death, he stipulated
that if his wife thought it advisable, she was temporarily
to act as her daughter's co-regent. This clause in the
late Emperor's will implied a very definite reproach to
Francis, it was obvious that the Emperor had not
forgiven him for his military inefficiency. Neither
Empress Elisabeth-Christina nor Maria Theresa wanted
to offend Francis. They were both tactful women, and
the Emperor's last suggestion was therefore mentioned
as little as possible. The Dowager Empress left the
field to Francis and retired to a convent for a time, so
that Maria Theresa could fully establish her independent
position.

Elisabeth-Christina, who did not die until 1750, was
later frequently shocked at the relative informality of
her daughter's Court. For though from the beginning
of her reign Maria Theresa demanded of her courtiers a
rigid observance of etiquette, she herself was not bound
by rules or regulations. She hated wasting her own
precious time on unnecessary ceremonies.

After she ascended the throne, Maria Theresa made it
quite clear to her Court that she wanted no indulgence
from any one because she was young and inexperienced.
She herself paid as little attention as possible to the
fact that she was so often pregnant, or nursing a young
infant, and she refused to allow her ministers to take
any notice of her condition. Her health was excellent,
and she maintained an iron self-discipline. When she
was forced to remain in bed after childbirth, she received
her ministers' and the ambassadors' reports in the bed-
room which, good bourgeoise Hausfrau that she was, she
shared with her husband.